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A case of congenital TTP presenting with
microganiopathy in adulthood
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Abstract

Background: Congenital thrombotic thrombocytopenic purpura (TTP), also known as Upshaw-Schulman Syndrome
is a rare inherited deficiency of ADAMTS13. Unlike the more common acquired TTP which is characterized by an
acquired inhibitor of ADAMTS13, patients with congenital TTP have an absolute deficiency of ADAMTS13 without
an inhibitor. Congenital TTP generally presents in infancy with repeat episodes of acute hemolysis and evidence of
microangiopathy, these episodes are usually triggered by illness or physiological stress. Congenital TTP can be effectively
treated with plasma infusion either during acute episodes or on a prophylactic schedule to prevent episodes.

Case presentation: We present a case of a 25 year old Caucasian woman with no know family history of hematological
disorders with congenital TTP. She presented with episodes of hemolysis since infancy, but without clear evidence
of microangiopathy until the age of 25. At presentation to our center the patient was documented to have
thrombocytopenia, elevated creatinine, and schistocytes. She was initially treated with plasma infusion at a rate of
60 ml/hr continuously for a 24 hr period with resolution of her thrombocytopenia and hemolysis. At the time of
writing this article she is maintained on a prophylactic schedule of biweekly plasma infusions at 10 mg/kg and is
maintaining a normal platelet count with no evidence of hemolysis.

Conclusion: Congenital TTP is a rare condition, and the above case is atypical as the patient did not present with
clear evidence of microangiopathy until adulthood. Although this a rare condition it is important for physicians to
be aware of as it, especially the possibility of atypical presentations, as the condition is potentially fatal and
effective treatment exists.
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Background
Congenital thrombotic thrombocytopenic purpura (TTP),
also known as Upshaw-Schulman Syndrome, is a rare
inherited deficiency of A Disintegrin and Metalloprotein-
ase with Thrombospondin Motifs 13 (ADAMTS13). In
1960 Schulman et al. described a case of an 8-year-old girl
who experienced repeated episodes of thrombocytopenia
that improved with plasma infusions. Schulman postulated
that a factor in normal plasma that promoted platelet
production or maturation was absent in his patient [1].
In 1978 Upshaw described a similar case of a 29-year-old
with recurrent episodes of thrombocytopenia associated
with microangiopathic hemolytic anemia (MAHA) that
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also responded to plasma infusions. Upshaw documented
32 episodes of MAHA in his patient over an 11-year
period, the majority of which were preceded by infections
or other stressors, such as pregnancy and surgery [2].
In 1982 Moake et al. identified unusually large von

Willebrand Factor (vWF) multimers in the plasma of
four patients with chronic relapsing TTP. He postulated
that these patients lacked a plasma factor necessary for
cleaving large vWF multimers [3]. It has subsequently
been demonstrated that ADAMTS13 is the vWF-cleaving
protease that is deficient in congenital TTP [4,5]. Lotta
et al. found that residual plasma ADAMST13 activity
levels in patients with congenital TTP correlated with dis-
ease severity, as lower activity was associated with earlier
onset of symptoms, requirement of plasma infusions at an
earlier age, increased annual rates of episodes of TTP, and
need for prophylactic plasma infusions [6]. The natural
history of congenital TTP is one of relapsing episodes of
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Figure 1 Peripheral blood film showing schistocytes and marked
decrease in platelet number indicating microangiopathic
hemolytic anemia.
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TTP [7]. In a case series of 43 patients Fujimura et al.
described the majority of patients, 23 out of 43 receiving
an appropriate diagnosis before the age of 15. The usual
presentation for the subjects in this study presenting in
childhood was neonatal jaundice [7]. These episodes
can occur spontaneously but are often triggered by
physiological stressors [8]. The underlying ADAMTS13
deficiency in congenital TTP can be addressed by treat-
ment with fresh frozen plasma (FFP), which contains
physiological amounts of the ADAMTS13 enzyme, thus
prophylactic administration of FFP can be an effective
patient management strategy for this condition. To this
end, Barbot et al. describe a case of a 14-year-old girl with
intractable TTP that initially improved with FFP treat-
ment, but consistently relapsed. She was therefore given
prophylactic FFP infusions at a dose of 10 mg/kg once
every three weeks, which prevented further TTP relapse
during the 10 years of follow-up reported in this case [9].

Case presentation
We present a case of a 25 year old Caucasian woman
with no know family history of hematological disorders
with a history of thrombocytopenia since childhood who
was ultimately diagnosed with and treated for congenital
TTP at the age of 25. She presented at the age of 22 with
a platelet count of 20 × 109/L, an elevated lactate dehydro-
genase (LDH) level of 473 U/L (normal range: 98-192 U/L),
and an indirect bilirubin of 57.0 umol/L (normal range:
0.0-12.0 umol/L). She was completely asymptomatic,
though she described a history of recurrent episodic
easy bruising, jaundice, diarrhea, and fevers since infancy.
As a child she also experienced episodes of epistaxis, gin-
gival bleeding, and hematuria. She is Caucasian with no
personal or family history of hematological disorders or
consanguinity, and no family members known to share
her clinical presentation. She was initially diagnosed with
chronic immune thrombocytopenic purpura (ITP) and
Evans syndrome as a child, and received various treat-
ment regimens including IVIG as well as numerous
courses of prednisone and cyclosporine, none of which
significantly improved her condition. Treatment options
were discussed and since she was asymptomatic and her
platelet levels were felt to be safe the patient elected to
proceed with expectant therapy and regular follow-up,
which was relatively uneventful for several years. At the
age of 25 she presented to another medical institution
with fever, chills, vomiting, and dark urine. Blood work
was significant for elevated creatinine, a platelet count of
10 × 109/L, hemoglobin of 94 g/L and schistocytes in the
peripheral smear. She was admitted to hospital with a
diagnosis of TTP. Her attending physician ordered
ADAMTS13 testing on the suspicion of congenital TTP.
The ADAMTS13 functional assay showed an activity level
of less than 10% and there was no evidence of anti-
ADAMTS13 antibodies, establishing the diagnosis of
congenital TTP. She ultimately recovered without under-
going plasma infusions and was discharged home. Regular
screening blood work continued to show evidence of mild
hemolysis. Five months after discharge the patient’s blood
work showed schistocytes in the peripheral smear and a
platelet count of 20 × 109 (Figure 1). Her blood work was
also significant for indirect bilirubin of 42.9 umol/L, and a
LDH level of 491 U/L. She was admitted to our inpatient
service and treated with a plasma infusion at 60 ml/h con-
tinuously for a 24 hour period, which resulted in a marked
improvement in her thrombocytopenia and hemolysis.
One month after being discharged from hospital she again
developed marked thrombocytopenia with a platelet count
of 19 × 109/L and laboratory indications of hemolysis. She
was admitted to hospital, treated successfully, and dis-
charged home with a plan to start prophylactic plasma
infusions at a dose of 10 mg/kg every three weeks. Unfor-
tunately, three weeks later and just prior to receiving her
first prophylactic plasma infusion, she relapsed and was
again admitted for treatment.
Given her recurrent episodes of TTP, the patient was

scheduled to receive weekly prophylactic plasma infu-
sions at a dose of 10 mg/kg. This regimen was followed
for five weeks before the treatment interval was in-
creased. At the time of preparation of this manuscript
our patient is maintained on biweekly plasma infusions;
she has not developed any further episodes of acute
hemolysis and her platelet count remains normal.

Conclusion
Congenital TTP is a rare disorder caused by inherited
ADAMTS13 deficiency, presenting as recurrent episodes
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of MAHA. Our patient is an interesting case from a
clinicopathological perspective since, despite a long
history of thrombocytopenia and hemolysis; however
during these earlier episodes there was no evidence of
end organ damage. She did not present with clear evi-
dence of microangiopathy with schistocytes and elevated
creatinine until the age of 25. Though rare, congenital
TTP should be included in any differential diagnosis that
includes acquired TTP, especially in the context of intract-
able TTP. Our case illustrates the importance of a proper
diagnosis of this condition, which warrants long term
follow-up and may require prophylactic FFP infusions.
The decision to initiate prophylactic plasma infusions for
patients with congenital TTP depends on the severity and
frequency of episodes of TTP. Prior to receiving a defini-
tive diagnosis of congenital TTP, our patient had not expe-
rienced any episodes of TTP for several years; however,
between remote episodes of TTP her laboratory parame-
ters showed evidence of mild hemolysis and low platelet
counts. This baseline hemolysis and thrombocytopenia,
coupled with three consecutive relapsing episodes of TTP
post-therapeutic FFP infusions, guided our decision to
continue with regular prophylactic FFP. This decision was
not made lightly, due to the inherent risks associated with
administration of any blood product. To this end we keenly
await the availability of the recombinant ADAMTS13
enzyme product for a potentially safer alternative to FFP
for treatment of congenital TTP.
Consent
Written informed consent was obtained from the patient
for publication of this Case report and any accompanying
images. A copy of the written consent is available for
review by the Editor of this journal.

Abbreviations
ADAMTS13: A Disintegrin And Metalloproteinase with Thrombospondin
Motifs 13; TTPthrombotic: thrombocytopenic purpura.

Competing interests
The authors declare that they have no competing interests.

Authors’ contributions
CG was the primary author composing, originally documenting the patients
care as an inpatient and composing the case report. AK is the attending
hematologist who follows the patient; she contributed information regarding
the progress of the patient after leaving hospital an contributed to the
editing of the manuscript. DC was responsible for reviewing the pathology
and providing the image for the figure. He was also involved in the editing
process. All authors read and approved the final manuscript.

Acknowledgements
The authors would like to acknowledge the contributions of Dr. Sheldom
Rubin to this case. He is the hematologist who saw the patient during her
first episodes of microangiopathy and ordered the ADAMTS13 functional
assay and antibody test leading to the diagnosis. He has no relevant
financial disclosure.
Author details
1Department of Medicine, Division of Hematology, Division of
Hematopathology, Queen Elizabeth II Health Sciences Centre, Capital District
Health, Authority and Dalhousie University, Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada.
2Department of Pathology and Laboratory Medicine, Division of
Hematopathology, Queen Elizabeth II Health Sciences Centre, Capital District
Health, Authority and Dalhousie University, Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada.

Received: 8 June 2014 Accepted: 10 September 2014
Published: 12 September 2014

References
1. Schulman I, Pierce M, Lukens A, Currimbhoy Z: Studies on thrombopoiesis.

I. A factor in normal human plasma required for platelet production;
chronic thrombocytopenia due to its deficiency. Blood 1960, 16:943–957.

2. Upshaw JD Jr: Congenital deficiency of a factor in normal plasma that
reverses microangiopathic hemolysis and thrombocytopenia. New Engl J
Med 1978, 298:1350–1352.

3. Moake JL, Rudy CK, Troll JH, Weinstein MJ, Colannino NM, Azocar J, Seder
RH, Hong SL, Deykin D: Unusually large plasma factor VIII: von Willebrand
factor multimers in chronic relapsing thrombotic thrombocytopenic
purpura. New Engl J Med 1982, 307:1432–1435.

4. Furlan M, Robles R, Solenthaler M, Wassmer M, Sandoz P, Lämmle B:
Deficient activity of von Willebrand factor-cleaving protease in chronic
relapsing thrombotic thrombocytopenic purpura. Blood 1997,
89:3097–3103.

5. Levy GG, Nichols WC, Lian EC, Foroud T, McClintick JN, McGee BM, Yang AY,
Siemieniak DR, Stark KR, Gruppo R, Sarode R, Shurin SB, Chandrasekaran V,
Stabler SP, Sabio H, Bouhassira EE, Upshaw JD Jr, Ginsburg D, Tsai HM:
Mutations in a member of the ADAMTS gene family cause thrombotic
thrombocytopenic purpura. Nature 2001, 413:488–494.

6. Lotta LA, Wu HM, Mackie IJ, Noris M, Veyradier A, Scully MA, Remuzzi G,
Coppo P, Liesner R, Donadelli R, Loirat C, Gibbs RA, Horne A, Yang S,
Garagiola I, Musallam KM, Peyvandi F: Residual plasmatic activity of
ADAMTS13 is correlated with phenotype severity in congenital
thrombotic thrombocytopenic purpura. Blood 2012, 120:440–448.

7. Fujimura Y, Matsumoto M, Isonishi A, Yagi H, Kokame K, Soejima K, Murata
M, Miyata T: Natural history of Upshaw-Schulman syndrome based on
ADAMTS13 gene analysis in Japan. J Thromb Haemost 2011, 9:283–301.

8. Loirat C, Girma JP, Desconclois C, Coppo P, Veyradier A: Thrombotic
thrombocytopenic purpura related to severe ADAMTS13 deficiency in
children. Pediatr Nephrol 2009, 24:19–29.

9. Barbot J, Costa E, Guerra M, Barreirinho MS, Isvarlal P, Robles R, Gerritsen HE,
Lämmle B, Furlan M: Ten years of prophylactic treatment with fresh-frozen
plasma in a child with chronic relapsing thrombotic thrombocytopenic
purpura as a result of congenital deficiency of von Willebrand
factor-cleaving protease. Br J Haematol 2001, 113:649–651.

doi:10.1186/2052-1839-14-16
Cite this article as: Gallivan et al.: A case of congenital TTP presenting
with microganiopathy in adulthood. BMC Hematology 2014 14:16.
Submit your next manuscript to BioMed Central
and take full advantage of: 

• Convenient online submission

• Thorough peer review

• No space constraints or color figure charges

• Immediate publication on acceptance

• Inclusion in PubMed, CAS, Scopus and Google Scholar

• Research which is freely available for redistribution

Submit your manuscript at 
www.biomedcentral.com/submit


	Abstract
	Background
	Case presentation
	Conclusion

	Background
	Case presentation
	Conclusion
	Consent
	Abbreviations
	Competing interests
	Authors’ contributions
	Acknowledgements
	Author details
	References

